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The Peter Westbrook Foundation, Inc.  
is a not for profit organization that utilizes the 
sport of fencing as a vehicle to develop life 
skills in young people from underserved 
communities.

!
After two decades, the Peter 
Westbrook Foundation (PWF) 
continues to reshape the sport 
of fencing and make incredible 
contributions to our society
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The primary objectives of the year-round program are to help young 
people to: !

• Equip themselves with the life skills that enable them to take 
control of their futures 

• Strive for academic excellence  
• Develop leadership skills  
• Build self confidence  
• Gain exposure to people from diverse cultural and socioeconomic 

backgrounds  
• Learn about healthy living !!

• Develop their sense of civic duty and community service 
• Foster a sense of community inspired by a common love of 

fencing !
Fencing is an ideal educational tool because it promotes the 
development of integrity, honorable personal conduct, patience and 
respect for others. Above all, fencing promotes intellectual growth 
and maturity, because it challenges the individual to think both 
tactically and strategically to solve problems and overcome obstacles. 

Executive Letters !
It is often said that no person is the sole 
author of his or her success.  Indeed even the 
most talented, hard working and disciplined 
among us require a little help or collaboration 
from time to time to help them achieve their 
goals.  At the Peter Westbrook Foundation, 
we live by this principle day in and day out.  
And while congratulating a nine-year-old 
beginner who’s been with us barely a year 
when one of her senior team members wins a 
national title or graduates from a prestigious 
university may seem excessive (and perhaps 
confusing to the nine-year-old beginner), it 
makes perfect sense if the goal is to promote 
the belief that great individual achievement is 
often made possible by collective effort. 

This is as true for organizations as it is for 
individuals. The PWF is no exception. Yes, 
our history of achievement is a testament to 
the talent and dedication of our volunteer 
staff, the students, parents, coaches and tutors 
that participate in the program.  However, that 
is only part of the story.  We would not be 
where we are today were it not for the 
overwhelming support of individuals and 
organizations outside of the PWF who 
contribute in ways big and small to our 
continued success and growth. 

As we near a quarter century of continuous 
operation, we would be incredibly remiss if 
we did not heartily acknowledge one partner 
and stalwart supporter in particular: The 
Fencers Club.  

The Peter Westbrook Foundation has operated 
out of the Fencers Club (FC) from its very 
earliest days, and the FC continues to play a 
pivotal and invaluable role in the continued 
success of the Peter Westbrook Foundation.  
As anyone who has ever tried to find living or 
workspace in New York knows, finding -- and 
holding on to -- affordable accommodations 
is a daunting challenge. For organizations on 
a tight budget, this can be a make or break 
concern. Thanks to the Fencers Club, the 
PWF is largely spared from this constant 

anxiety.  And, we have access to a beautiful, 
well-maintained, state-of-the-art facility, 
together with some of the best coaching talent 
in the world. !
Our relationship with the Fencers Club 
transcends matters of real estate and square 
feet.  To the PWF, the FC is more than just a 
site where we hold classes --  it is our home. 
And for the thousands of students who’ve 
come through our doors over these many 
years, it is a home away from home where, 
once they are inside,  they are enveloped in an 
atmosphere that encourages personal 
excellence, high achievement and community 
service.   

It is because the Fencers Club shares our 
commitment to bring the benefits that accrue 
from participating in this unique sport  to 
anyone, regardless of their financial or social 
background, that we’ve been able to 
accomplish so much with so little over the 
past 23 years.  It is a partnership that has paid 

incredible dividends for both PWF,  FC and 
all of our members, students, coaches and 
parents. 

On behalf of the PWF staff, the board of 
directors, and most importantly, the children 
and parents whose lives you have helped to  
transform, I’d like to thank the Fencers Club 
for its amazing generosity and this fruitful 
partnership which I hope will endure for 
many years to come. 

!
!!

Peter Westbrook, 
Founder & CEO !!
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“It is often said that 
no person is the sole 
author of his or her 
success...At the 
Peter Westbrook 
Foundation we live 
by this principle day 
in and day out.”
!
Peter Westbrook

Program Goals 
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Participants !
Girls and boys between the ages of 8 and 18 are eligible for the 
program. Currently, most participants are residents of underserved 
communities and from single-parent households within the five 
boroughs of New York City, Long Island, Westchester County and 
New Jersey. Approximately 85% of the participants are African-
American and Latino youth, with the remaining 15% being of Asian 
and Caucasian descent.  !
Saturday Fencing Program	 !
The Saturday Fencing Program is the gateway to all PWF programs, 
including basic and advanced fencing instruction as well as all 
academic programs. 

The Saturday Fencing program is held weekly from 9:00 am to noon. 
The PWF provides all necessary equipment, and prior skills are not 
expected. Saturday Fencing provides a thorough grounding in the 
fundamentals of the sport for beginners and an opportunity for 
developing fencers to hone their skills before entering the world of 
competitive fencing. Students are arranged in age- and skills- 
appropriate groups where, in addition to building an understanding of 
proper fencing technique, footwork and sword play, they are expected 
to provide peer-to-peer feedback and support.The teaching staff is 
comprised of current and future PWF Olympians, national champions 
and national team members. Each session begins with a rigorous 
group warm up that includes aerobic and fencing-specific exercises, 
followed by group and individual training with the students’ weapons 
of choice. 

The PWF believes in taking a holistic approach to youth development. 
In addition to offering a first-class athletic experience, our staff serves 
as a mentor base for our students and are available to assist and offer 
guidance in any number of areas ranging from fencing to academic 
and career development.  We regularly supplement our internal 
collective experience and expertise with that of individuals from the 
broader community who participate in our guest speaker program. In 
the past we’ve had professionals from all walks of life participate, 
including music moguls, elected officials and Hollywood actors who 
share their knowledge and wisdom with our students. 

All students enrolled in the PWF must participate in academic 
tracking by submitting a copy of their year-end and first semester 

report cards. This allows us to identify students who could benefit 
from the Academic Enrichment Program as well as those students 
whose academic standing make them potential candidates for 
scholarship and internship programs made available to the PWF. 

Students demonstrating exceptional athletic talent, discipline and who 
are in good academic standing are invited to join the PWF’s After 
School Leadership Training Program, which is focused on preparing 
the next crop of collegiate, national and eventual Olympic athletes. 

 After School Leadership Program !
An elite squad of approximately 40 athletes, who show remarkable 
talent and motivation, are selected for our After School Leadership 
Program. Athletes train year-round in this program and adopt a 
professional training regimen of 4-6 days per week, which is designed 
to prepare them for domestic and international competitions. All 
participants in the program are awarded scholarships to defray the 
costs of fencing club memberships, coaching, competition fees and 
equipment. !
The athletes are required to attend monthly meetings conducted by the 
training staff and a summer training camp, maintain at least a 3.0 
grade point average, as well as volunteer their time to mentor younger 
fencers in the Saturday Fencing Program. !
Athletes are trained by the Foundation’s international roster of 
coaches, comprised of Olympians and instructors with extensive 
competitive and athlete development experience. Each coach acts as a 
mentor by monitoring each student’s academic performance to ensure 
that athletes are balancing their responsibilities to study as hard in 
school as they train in the fencing gym. Coaches also chaperone 
athletes during trips to domestic and international competitions, often 
acting as a motivator, cheerleader, friend and counselor to their 
students. !!!! !!!!

PWF Programs
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Academic success is the PWF’s main focus

95% of 
PWF 
students 
attend 
college
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Academic Enrichment Program !
The PWF Academic Enrichment Program (AEP) is a bi-weekly 
program, housed in a professional space located less than one block 
from our fencing training facility.  A team of college and graduate 
students and certified teachers staff the program.  The PWF recruits 
tutors and educators with a strong record of academic achievement 
coupled with practical teaching experience who demonstrate a 
commitment to community service and willingness to help each 
student build the foundation needed for ongoing academic success. !
The Academic Enrichment Program is the cornerstone of our 
educational initiatives.  The Program addresses the educational needs 
of participants by providing a wealth of academic enrichment and 
skills development services, such as literacy skill building, 
educational counseling, and the use of technology. !
Shortly after enrollment, an AEP educator determines the support 
needs of each new participant by administering an academic 
evaluation and reviewing his or her report card from the prior school 
term.  The assessments are based on current state evaluations and 
curriculum, and are organized by grade level. !
An academic improvement plan is created during a meeting with the 
student, their parent/guardian and the AEP team.  This may include 
recommendations for hard and soft skills development, test taking 
preparation classes, and/or specific class subject review.  !
In order to determine a student’s progress in the program, parents/
guardians must submit all report cards, class exams and teacher 
reports immediately after they are issued.  In addition, AEP educators 
submit session reports and monthly recaps noting student 
progression. !
The AEP team takes great pride in the depth and quality of our test 
preparation courses. Students improved their scores on the 
Specialized High School Admissions Test (SHSAT) by an average of 
50%. Students enrolled in our PSAT and SAT classes also 
experienced strong improvements in their test scores.   !
To date, more than 600 students have participated in the AEP.  As of 
this year, we are accommodating more than 30% of the fencing 
program’s total population.  This is a dramatic increase from the early 
days of the Academic Enrichment Program when capacity ranged 
from 2% to 10% of fencing enrollment.  As each fencing season 
passes, AEP continues to see an increased interest from PWF 
participants and thus a steady growth in participation numbers.  One 
result of this growth is the introduction of a parent engagement 
component.  PWF’s first efforts in this outreach are Financial Literacy 
Workshops, designed to help parents and students be more mindful of 
their financial health needs.  Topics include effective saving 
strategies, how to pay for college without going into debt, and proper 
investing. !
Purpose and Benefits 
The purpose of the program is to strengthen students’ overall 
academic skills, so they can create the foundation for lifelong 
academic success.  Some of the many benefits of the program 
include: 

• Individualized attention for up to four hours per session from 
an experienced educator. 

• A supportive learning environment where students are 
encouraged to accept an active role in their learning process. 

• Instruction tailored to each student’s learning style, abilities, 
and needs. 

• Positive reinforcement to improve students’ self- esteem and 
confidence. 

• Focused attention on the development of critical thinking and 
leadership skills. !

"Our son is now in his fourth season at PWF...his progress in fencing 
has been a lot of fun - his progress in self-esteem, self-control and 
academics has been a joy to behold.  His regular engagement at PWF 
has been a contributing factor in his growth and development, and we 
are certainly grateful and appreciative." 
-Wallace F., Parent !
“Yared often acknowledges that AEP has given him several 
invaluable academic tools.  He actually enjoys his Saturday 
afternoons studying with his tutors.  Yared is very much looking 
forward to AEP this year and putting some extra time into his 
Mandarin and physics.” 
- Marlaine G., Parent !
“I’ve been fencing for six years, and what I like about the PWF 
program is that it’s not only about fencing, it’s about improving every 
part of you - your physical condition and also your academics. It’s 
like they are making the perfect kid.” 
~ Jonathan D., Student !
Academic Scholarships !
As a result of the overall programs, students have excelled both 
athletically and academically. Our students have earned academic and 
athletic scholarships and have received substantial financial aid 
enabling them to attend some of the most selective high schools and 
colleges in the country.  A few of the institutions where the 
Foundation has helped secure scholarships for athletes include: !
Private Schools  

The Dwight School 
Fieldston Academy 
Horace Mann School 
The Lawrenceville School 
Riverdale Country Day School 
St. Benedict’s Academy 
St. Hilda’s & St. Hugh’s School  
York Academy !

Colleges and Universities 
Barnard College 
City University of New York 
Columbia University 
Duke University 
Fashion Institute of Technology 
Johns Hopkins University 
Lawrence University 
MIT 
New Jersey Institute of Technology 
NYU 
Northwestern University 
Ohio State University 
Penn State University 
Princeton University 
Rutgers University 
Sacred Heart College 
St. John’s University 
State University of New York 
Stevens Institute of Technology 
Temple University 
University of Notre Dame 
University of Pennsylvania 
Wayne State University
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Athlete Spotlight 

Iman Blow is always ready to score the winning 
touch
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The light shines bright on Iman Blow !
Erinn Smart, Ibtihaj Muhammad and Nzingha Prescod may have very 
different natures, but these three Peter Westbrook Foundation women 
all share a formidable will to win.  Iman Blow, a relative newcomer to 
the world of competitive fencing, hopes to follow in their footsteps 
while also leaving her personal stamp on world fencing.  Her 
distinctly inquisitive nature is hard to miss upon meeting her, but her 
warm and welcoming persona is quickly replaced by her competitive 
focus when she starts to work on the fencing strip. !
Coached by nationally acclaimed foil instructor, Buckie Leach (coach 
behind Olympian Nzingha Prescod and Olympic Silver Medalist 
Erinn Smart), Iman recorded one of the most impressive breakout 
seasons in recent memory.  Last January, she leaped onto the national 
fencing scene with her gold medal finish at the North American Cup, 
Under 17 age category.  Inspired by her success there, she went on to 
shock the national fencing scene with her remarkable performance at 
the 2013 Junior Olympics, including a gold medal in the Under 20 
Women’s Foil and a Silver Medal in the Under 17 Women’s Foil.  In  
July, Iman won a bronze medal at the Summer National 
Championships in Columbus, Ohio. !
“My performance in January really encouraged me,” said Blow.  
“After the January NAC, I knew that I could compete with the best in 
the country.” !
Although she fell just short of qualifying for her first national team 
last year, Iman is taking the lessons she learned and combining  them 
with her newfound confidence this season.  The momentum she has 
built has been uncanny.  She opened up the season with a gold medal 
finish at the October North American Cup competition, but – even 
more impressively – she left her mark on the international stage for 
the first time with a silver medal finish in Budapest, Hungary last 
September.  She is currently the number two ranked fencer in the 
country in the Under 17 age category.  The outlook for Iman’s career 

Erinn Smart - Silver, Women’s Foil Team, 2008 
Keeth Smart - Silver, Men’s Saber Team, 2008 

Kamara James - Women’s Epee, 2004 
Ivan Lee - Men’s Saber, 2004 
Nzingha Prescod - Women’s Foil, 2012 
Erinn Smart - Women’s Foil, 2000, 2004, 2008 
Keeth Smart - Men’s Saber, 2000, 2004, 2008 
Akhnaten Spencer-el - Men’s Saber, 2000  

Ben Bratton - Gold, Men’s Epee Team, 2012; Silver, Men’s Epee Team, 2010 
Ibtihaj Muhammad - Bronze, Women’s Saber Team, 2011 - 2013 
Erinn Smart - Bronze, Women’s Foil Team, 2001

has become extremely optimistic, with many stunned at the rapid rate 
of her progress. !
“Iman is growing into a fantastic competitor,” said Peter Westbrook, 
founder of the Peter Westbrook Foundation.  “Her amazing fencing 
over the past season has revealed a level of maturity and a longing for 
excellence that we try to impart to all of our young people.  We could 
not be more proud of her.”   !

Athletic Milestones

Olympic Medalists

Olympians

World Championship Medalists
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Parent Spotlight - Lindsey Cotter !
Every parent wants the best for their child – a sentiment that no one 
knows better than Lindsey Cotter.  Her son, Alex, who initially found 
fencing near their home in Queens, began to show an aptitude for the 
sport, but then his coach decided to move on.  Lindsey found herself 
desperately searching for a new home for Alex to continue fencing.   
After traveling throughout Bergen County, things changed for the 
Cotters when they met two Peter Westbrook Foundation athletes. 

“We were approached by Dwight Smith and Ibtihaj Muhammad, who 
told us about the Peter Westbrook Foundation,” said Lindsey.  “They 
thought that Alex would be a great fit, the program sounded like a 
positive environment, and so I enrolled Alex in their Saturday class.” 

“It is hard to articulate the experience,” she said.  “We barely knew 
how to sign up for a tournament, but the network of parents that I met 
were extremely helpful in the beginning.  Alex has been able to fence 
with older, more experienced fencers who come from similar 
backgrounds, and who take care of him.  The academic enrichment 
programs helped improve Alex’s grades without singling him out or 
making him feel different, which gave him more confidence.” 

Now a PWF parent, Lindsey has completely embraced the sense of 
community as she finds herself taking many athletes under her wing 
while traveling to tournaments around the country.  It was in a routine 
conversation over dinner at one such competition that she saw the 
opportunity to give back to the PWF.   

“I asked some of the kids what their plans were for the summer and 
they were only talking about training or the next competition.” 

As the Director of Human Resources for Scholastic Inc., Lindsey 
understands the need for today’s young people to acquire strong 
internship and work experience that create successful career 
trajectories.  She approached Peter Westbrook with a guarantee of two 
paid internships if he could recommend the athletes to fill the roles.  
Last summer, Ayyub Ibrahim and Faizah Muhammad were selected as 
the first PWF athletic representatives at the world’s largest publisher 
of children’s books.  Lindsey doesn’t intend to stop there though.  Her 
goal is to add at least eight more positions for the summer of 2014 to 
offer paid work experience to other PWF athletes. 

“We also are hoping to develop programs for seniors in college, 
including resume building, career guidance and aid in finding 
employment once they graduate,” says Cotter.  “Fencers are dedicated, 
focused people with strong work ethics.  We want to help PWF 
athletes learn how to translate their fencing and coaching experience 
to better prepare them for interviews and the careers ahead of them.” 

Alumni Spotlight - Alexis Jemal !
Alexis Jemal found fencing after a surprisingly serendipitous week as 
a senior in high school.  Initially learning Tae Kwando, she decided 
that she “hated being kicked” and became interested in fencing.  
Almost as quickly as that thought entered her mind, Alexis received a 
brochure for an introductory fencing program at her local YMCA. !
“Whenever I become involved in something new, I like to read up on 
it,” says Alexis.  “I went to my library to look up books on fencing.  
The only one I could find was the biography of Peter Westbrook.  I 
thought that it was such an incredible story.” !
Again, in another stroke  of fate, Alexis learned that her high school 
guidance counselor’s daughter was a student at the Peter Westbrook 
Foundation.  Alexis heard the call, attended her first PWF class, and 
set in motion what would turn into an incredible fencing career.  She 
represented Rutgers University at the NCAAs in 2003 and Team USA 
on two Pan-American teams, winning a silver medal in both the 
individual and the team event.  Additionally, she became a national 
champion, leading the PWF women’s saber team to their gold medal 
title.   !
“The Peter Westbrook Foundation gave me a sense of belonging,” she 
says.  “It helped me to be in an environment where I was accepted, 
one that encouraged and celebrated me as I excelled in life.” !
Even more incredible than her athletic distinctions have been Alexis’ 
rigorous academic pursuits.  After graduating with a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology, Alexis received her law degree, and a masters in 
sociology from Rutgers University.  It didn’t stop for her there, 
however; she is currently working on doctoral studies in social work.   
She is also practicing therapy as a mental health and substance abuse 
counselor. !
Alexis hopes to take all of her education and raw passion out into the 
real world to help the underserved.   !
“I have multiple goals,”she  says.  “I want to work as a tenured 
professor for a major university and to work in mediation, sentence 
litigation and death penalty work to make use of my law degree.  My 
ultimate goal, though, is to start a non-profit that can play off all of 
my skill sets -- a one-stop shop for social services, incorporating 
counseling, legal and housing services.”

Community Corner

From left to 
right:!
Lindsey Cotter 
poses with her 
son, Alex!!
PWF Alum, 
Alexis Jemal, 
gets en garde20
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Board Member Spotlight - Andy Sieg
!
Sometimes nice guys do finish first, and Andy Sieg stands as real-
world proof.  His affable disposition and down-to-earth and 
approachable style make him a favorite at board meetings and other 
PWF events.  In fact, in an episode that will go down in PWF lore, 
Andy, having never fenced before, eagerly agreed to participate in an 
impromptu fencing match with a colleague at a PWF fundraiser.  Andy 
did not win the match that day (an outcome which he accepted 
graciously but which to this day remains a matter of controversy and 
dispute among the attendees of the event).  Nevertheless, judging by his 
exemplary professional career and accomplishments,  that was one of 
the few times he did not reach a goal he set for himself.   

Andy’s meteoric rise to positions of leadership and responsibility in the 
financial services industry speaks to his formidable intellect and skills 
as a leader.  He held managing director positions at Merrill Lynch and 
Citigroup prior to his current role as Head of Global Wealth and 
Retirement Solutions for Bank of America Merrill Lynch.  

Before his start in the financial services industry, Andy earned a 
masters degree in public policy at the Harvard Kennedy School of 
Government.  He then served in the White House under President 
George H.W. Bush as an assistant to the President for economic and 
domestic policy. 

Despite his many professional responsibilities and busy travel schedule, 
Andy remains committed to social causes.  Along with his work at the 
PWF, he also serves on the board of ReadWorks.org, a non-profit 
dedicated to ensuring students in our nation’s neediest public schools 
have literacy skills to compete and succeed in life.  Andy also 
represents Bank of America Merrill Lynch on the board of the Global 
Coalition on Aging, an organization of industry leaders committed to 
advocating for aging populations and to reshaping how society prepares 
for this profound demographic shift. 

The success of non-profit organizations such as the Peter Westbrook 
Foundation depends on a variety of factors -- not least of which is the 
quality and effectiveness of its board of directors.  We are blessed to 
have an outstanding board comprised of individuals such as Andy Sieg 
who not only are recognized leaders and influencers in their respective 
fields but also demonstrate a strong personal commitment to 
community service.    !!!!!!

Volunteer Spotlight - Rotchild Magloire !
Rotchild Magloire has been with the Peter Westbrook Foundation since 
its inception more than 20 years ago.  Most recognize Rotchild for his 
understated nature.  During the Saturday program, he can often be 
found at the outskirts of the frenzy of the class, maintaining all the 
Foundation equipment before and after the program or offering one-on-
one instruction to some of the program’s promising students.  Despite 
his modest sensibilities, though, Rotchild stands alone as a crucial 
ingredient of the inner workings of the Saturday program and as a 
member of the PWF team. !
Rotchild found fencing at the City College of New York as a freshman 
merely looking to fulfill his school’s physical education requirements.   !
“I registered for a fencing class because I needed the physical 
education credits, and fencing was the only sport on the schedule that I 
had not tried before,” says Magloire.  “I really enjoyed the class and 
wanted badly to learn more – the last week of the class two members of 
the school fencing team did a demonstration to recruit new fencers.  I 
joined the team and my fencing career started.” !
Rotchild was immediately captivated by the sport. After his first season 
with the City College fencing team, he joined the Fencers Club where 
he developed and grew as a collegiate and national fencer.  That was 
where he met Peter Westbrook, and they quickly became friends.   
When Peter approached him 20 years ago with the concept of the Peter 
Westbrook Foundation, Rotchild quickly embraced the idea, 
understanding the transformative nature of the sport.   !
“I started volunteering with the Foundation on the very first day that 
the program opened at the New York Fencers Club, and it’s been a joy,” 
he says. !
Today, Rotchild works as a computer technician for the City of New 
York.  He lives on the Upper West Side with his wife and enjoys 
spending time with family and two pets – his dog, Lucy, and cat, 
Brooklyn.  Rotchild spends his summers playing golf and winters 
playing table tennis. He also volunteers with the NYPD’s 20th Precinct 
to do his part to keep his neighborhood safer.  No matter what else is on 
his schedule, however, he is a Saturday regular at the PWF, sharing his 
expertise to aid in the development of young people throughout the 
city.  !
“The biggest thing I see with the kids who have come and gone through 
the Foundation,” recollects Rotchild,“is the maturity and the discipline 
that they take away with them.” !

!
PWF Board 
Member Andy 
Sieg strikes a 
pose in his office
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Coach 
Rotchild 
Magloire 
takes a 
break at 
the PWF
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Daniel Day-Lewis visits the PWF
!
This past spring, just after winning his third Best Actor Oscar for his 
portrayal of Abraham Lincoln, global film star Daniel Day-Lewis 
visited the PWF Saturday Fencing program.  The celebrated actor, 
whose son is training with PWF coach Akhnaten “Ahki” Spencer-El,  
admitted that he had to overcome a considerable amount of stage 
fright in order to speak that day.  It was a surprise to learn that 
someone so used to giving award acceptance speeches could be 
intimidated by a crowd of middle- and high-schoolers.  But, as the 
world famous method actor explained, acting from a script -- no 
matter how convincing the performance may be -- is far different from 
speaking from the heart and not performing.   

No one in the audience expected to have much in common with 
Daniel, who grew up in the British upper class.  Yet for nearly 45 
minutes, he held the undivided attention of a room of usually fidgety 
and bubbly kids, their parents and staff.  He spoke candidly about 
how, in spite of his well-to-do upbringing, he was a wayward youth, 
who often ran afoul of the law, and engaged in a variety of self-
destructive behaviors.  For most of his life, he said, what seemed like 
a pattern of persistent failure meant he felt that he would never 
amount to anything.  

Only the influence and intervention of some thoughtful mentors that 
he met at critical junctures in his youth enabled him to direct his 
passions towards such productive pursuits as boxing, carpentry, and 
most critically, theater.  

Daniel’s message of taking personal responsibility, striving for 
excellence in one’s pursuits, and seeking the guidance of a trusted 
mentor or role model as a way to help overcome the anxiety, self-
doubt and daily pressure to engage in negative behavior resonated 
strongly with the PWF students. 

Learning that someone rich and famous had to overcome the same 
issues that many student  endure in their own lives, applying  the same 
principles that the PWF tries to teach them consistently, created a 
powerful experience for the PWF participants with long-lasting 
impact. 

Daniel posed for many photographs with students, parents and staff 
after this remarkable event.  We are so grateful to Daniel Day-Lewis 
for sharing his time and most importantly his true self with the PWF 
family. !

PWF’s 2nd Annual Golf Classic !
The 2013 Peter Westbrook Foundation 2nd Annual Golf Outing and 
auction was a great success, raising more than $200,000 to support the 
organization’s efforts to promote leadership among urban youth 
through academic enrichment and athletic programs.  Hosted by 
Foundation board member Bob Dow, the event was held  May 20, 
2013 at the Liberty National Golf Club on the Jersey side of the 
Hudson River, offering beautiful views of New York City.  Bob 
considered the annual golf outing as a new way to bring the 
outstanding work of the PWF to the attention of the financial 
community.    !
This year’s event continued the tradition of fun and competitive golf, 
followed by dinner, an auction and much good cheer.  Executive 
Director Peter Westbrook was joined by more than 40 golf enthusiasts, 
board members and Foundation supporters.  It was especially exciting 
to have Foundation athletes participate, many of whom earned berths 
on recent Olympic and world championship teams, after benefitting 
from the Foundation’s academic and athletic programs.   !
Bob opened the program with a personal account of why he chose to 
support PWF and continues to do so.  He noted that in addition to an 
initial affinity to the sport of fencing, he sees the positive impact the 
Foundation is having on the children the organization serves.  The 
PWF not only offers fencing lessons to children who may otherwise 
not even know about the sport and all of its benefits, but also provides 
mentoring opportunities.  Bob shared the success stories he personally 
witnessed through internships at Lord Abbett and his career 
counseling with the young athletes. !
Bob displayed his finely honed  auctioneering skills as this year’s 
winners were happy recipients of a great bottle of wine or a rare and 
exclusive pass to this year’s Barclays golf tournament held at Liberty 
National Golf Club. Other prizes ranged from participating in a 
ProAm to walking within the ropes with the players during the 
tournament. !
The Foundation is grateful for the tremendous continued support of its 
benefactors, board members, staff and coaches who are committed to 
its continued success.  We eagerly anticipate next year’s golf outing. 
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Members of the PWF’s board and staff at the 
2nd Annual PWF Golf Classic

Daniel Day-Lewis stops by the PWF and 
poses for a photo
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More than 150 children attend the PWF each week

PWF Student and Parent Survey 
!
Peter Westbrook has long believed that the PWF program not only helps students improve fencing skills, but also improves other 
life areas.  He knew that the PWF increased participants’ confidence and developed other skills, such as the ability to work with 
others, creating better outcomes and performance in areas unrelated to fencing.  But beliefs need documentation.  Peter enlisted 
the assistance of PWF staff as well as PWF alumna Alexis Jemal, a doctoral candidate in social work at Rutgers University, to 
develop a survey to investigate the perceptions of PWF parents and students.  The first survey was administered to PWF students 
and parents in June 2011, and the PWF has continued to survey them once or twice a year through  June 2013.  !
After five student surveys and four parent surveys, the PWF team has  a wealth of information.  Testimonials from students and 
parents detailed how the PWF experience reached beyond the fencing strip and into their personal lives.  Parents commended the 
program’s structure and spoke highly of PWF staff, while noting that their children successfully translated fencing lessons into 
life lessons.  Parents provided detailed responses regarding how their kids developed a sense of belonging and purpose; learned 
to deal with difficult situations and overcome obstacles in school; and demonstrated increased determination and the willingness 
to try.  Students often commented on the difficulty of the morning exercises but appreciated the challenging athletic curriculum. 
Many noted how they feel accepted and encouraged, and that PWF has helped them stay focused.  Overall, the surveys painted a 
picture of the extent to which students and parents believe PWF has positively influenced their lives.  Although parent and 
student participants overwhelmingly responded with positive feedback, an important part of the survey was the opportunity to 
provide constructive critiques and suggestions for how to improve the program..  !
Overall, the survey provided a valuable  overview of student and parent perspectives and provided some confirming evidence for 
Peter’s belief that the PWF is not only in the business of creating great fencers, but also great people. 

!10



In 2000, the PWF received the Oprah’s Angel Network “Use Your 
Life Award,” which included a grant of $100,000. In 2001, $60,000 of 
the award was used to start the Peter Westbrook Foundation 
Endowment Fund, with the remainder of the award spent on general 
programs. In 2004, the Foundation received $1,000,000 from a 
generous philanthropist who wished to remain anonymous. In 2007, 
Board Member Bill Schreyer established a $1.5 million matching 
grant endowment. !
The overall goal of the Endowment is to enable the Foundation to 
enhance and continue its work with at-risk youth, and to minimize the 
need to solicit financial support. !
The financial goal for the Endowment is to raise $10 million by 2016, 
and to provide support to a number of program initiatives, including:  !

• The Peter Westbrook Foundation Center – An athletic training and 
academic learning center  

• Computer Lab – An after-school program to improve student 
computer literacy skills 

• Standardized Test Preparation Courses – A series of courses 
designed help students improve their scores on the PSAT, SAT, 
Specialized High School Admissions Test (SHSAT) and the 
Secondary Schools Admissions Test (SSAT) 

• Career Guidance – A mentorship program to prepare students for 
college and career. !

Athletic programs have the ability to guide at-risk youth in positive 
directions. Sports programs promote healthy social and physical 
development while offering positive alternatives to high-risk behavior. !
Many of our country’s citizens, business professionals and political 
leaders attribute their success to participation in sports. These 
individuals learned about the value of athletics early on in life, 
through the encouragement of a parent or a coach or from lessons 
learned on the playing field. As always, our Foundation is hopeful that 
many of these individuals will help continue our dream and legacy by 
extending the same opportunity to tomorrow’s leaders through their 
support of the Peter Westbrook Foundation Endowment Fund. !
The Endowment Fund is handled by the Foundation’s Chief Executive 
Officer through Merrill Lynch Investment Corporation. Donations are 
tax-deductible and can be pledged over a period of time. !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Planned Giving !
Today, more and more people are coordinating their financial, estate 
and gift planning. With thoughtful planning, you have the opportunity 
to make a greater impact with your giving to a quality not-for-profit 
organization such as the Peter Westbrook Foundation, and often to 
enjoy increased financial and tax benefits as well. For example, you 
may be able to supplement your retirement planning, avoid  capital 
gains taxes, increase your spendable income and reduce or eliminate 
estate taxes through planned giving. !
In these and other ways, planned giving can become an important 
element in your overall individual asset planning for yourself and your 
family. !
Your Gift !
One of the key reasons that people give is to support their community. 
While many people give substantially, most wish they could do more. !
There are a number of ways you can design your contributions to 
maximize the advantages both to you and the Peter Westbrook 
Foundation. Below are three such ways to enhance your contributions 
through planned giving: !
BEQUEST  !
A simple, and often the easiest gift to make is a bequest. It doesn’t 
require relinquishing anything during your lifetime, and it can be 
stated in a will, a codicil, a living trust or a trust amendment. The 
Foundation’s office can provide you with the appropriate language for 
a bequest to our organization. !
LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES !
You can contribute a new or existing policy that is no longer needed. 
Donors naming us as both policy owner and beneficiary can claim an 
income tax deduction equal to either a) the cash value or the cost basis 
of an existing policy, whichever is less, or b) the annual premiums of 
a new policy. !
SECURITIES  !
Although many investors have recently realized losses in the equity 
markets, individuals can look to their portfolios for purchases held 
seven years or longer. Many donors hold securities that have realized 
significant gains, assets well suited to fund a charitable trust. In return, 
donors can receive tax-saving benefits and supplemental retirement 
income while helping to secure the future of our Foundation. !
STARTING YOUR PLANNED GIVING PROCESS 
Why are you making a gift?  
Which gift method should you use?  
What benefits do you anticipate by making the gift? !
These questions will help you define your planned giving goals. For 
more information about the Peter Westbrook Foundation Endowment 
Fund, please contact Mark Johnson at Merrill Lynch. He can be 
reached at (212) 415-7897 or by email at mark_e_johnson@ml.com.

Endowment Fund
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The PWF’s volunteer coaches and staff
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Statement of Activities - FYE 2012

PWF Fundraising Accomplishments

84% of all contributions go directly to the programs that your dollars help 
support.

Temporarily Permanently
Unrestricted Restricted Restricted Total

SUPPORT AND REVENUES:
    Contributions and grants 452,271$            437,000$       889,271$              

Investment income -                     157,438         157,438               
Program fees and other income 13,163                -                13,163                 

    Unrealized gain (loss) on investments -                     444,120         444,120               
    Net assets released from restrictions -                     -                -                      

     Total Support and Revenues 465,434              -               1,038,558      1,503,992             

EXPENSES:
     Program services 320,356              -                320,356               
     Fundraising expenses 72,881                72,881                 

Management and General 74,309                -                74,309                 
     Total Expenses 467,546              -               -                467,546               

Change in Net Assets (2,112)                1,038,558      1,036,446             
Net assets at beginning of year, 328,497              4,075,187      4,403,684             
Net assets at end of year 326,385$            -$              5,113,745$    5,440,130$           

$0##

$1,000,000##

$2,000,000##

$3,000,000##

$4,000,000##

$5,000,000##

$6,000,000##

$7,000,000##

1994# 1996# 1998# 2000# 2002# 2004# 2006# 2008# 2009# 2010# 2011# 2012# 1H#2013#

The PWF’s endowment goal is 
to raise $10 million by 2016.
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!
Angels: $100,000 or more 

Robert & Christina Dow 
Daria Foster !
Saints: $30,000 - $99,999 

Altman Foundation 
Doug Sieg 
Lord Abbett  & Co. 
Phoenix Beverages 
Vanguard Charitable Endowment !
Champions: $10,000 - $29,999 
Andrew M. Sieg 
Bank of America 
Bloomberg 
Citibank 
David Berry 

            F Thomas O’Halloran 
            Goldman, Sachs & Co. 
            Heisman Trophy Trust 
            James L. Melcher 
            Michael & Valerie Grant 
            Michael Radziemski 
            Robert I. Gerber 
            Robert J. Noelke 
            Robert P. Fetch 
            Ronald Goldstein 
            The Lee Family Foundation 
  
          Supporters: $5,000 - $9,999 

Barham Family Foundation 
J.H. Cohn 
Jarrod R. Sohosky 
Joan Binstock 
Lawrence H. Kaplan 
Michael Nissan 
Michael R. Brooks 
Morgan Stanley 
Patrick J. Browne 
Philip Sieg 

!!
R.M. Pennington 
Robert Andrew Lee 
Sean Duffy 
Steven Skapper 
The Mill Foundation, LTD 
Thomas Malone 
Vincent J. McBride 
WA Golf Company !
Donors: $1,000 - $4,999 

             A Edward Oberhaus III 
             Allison Barton Haupt 
             Arthur K. Wiese 
             Arun Ramchandra 
             Bernard J. Grzelak 
             C Alan MacDonald 
             Cathleen Trigg-Jones 
             Christopher J. Towle 
             Christopher T. Linen 
             Cinda C. Hughes 
             Citizen Bank 
             Dain Reeves 
             Dale Sang 
             Daniel H. Frascarelli 
             David Linsen 
             Diane Tornejal 
             Francis M. Gregory 
             Frederick J. Ruvkun 
             Gap Inc. 
             Gerald Heffernan 
             H David Selbst 
             Harold Edward Sharon 
             James Sansevero 
             James W. Bernaiche 
             Jeffrey Savit 
             Jerald M. Lanzotti 
             John E. Berson 
             John J. Walsh 
             John P. Baldwin 
  

Arthur Ashe, Posthumous 
’75 Wimbledon Champion !
Rod Brayman 
CEO, Phoenix Beverages !
Robert Cottingham 
CEO, Sabre88, LLC  
PWF Chairman of the Board  
‘88, ‘92 Olympian  !
Robert Dow 
Retired Managing Partner, Lord Abbett & 
Co. 
‘72 Olympian  !

Jennifer Madrid !!
Kristina Perkin-Davison  
Co-Founder & Partner, iEurope Capital !
Herby Raynaud 
CTO, TheRunthrough 
Secretary  
‘99, ‘01, ‘02, World Championship Team  !
Bill Schreyer, Posthumous 
Chairman Emeritus, Merrill Lynch !!!

Andrew Sieg 
Head of Global Wealth & Retirement 
Services 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch  !
Keeth Smart 
VP, Bank of America Merrill Lynch  
’00, ’04, ‘08 Olympic Silver Medalist  !
Peter Westbrook  
’76, ’80, ’84, ’88, ’92, ’96 Olympic Bronze 
Medalist  
PWF Founder and Chief Executive Officer

Board of Directors

Donald Anthony 
President and Chairman, USA Fencing  
’89 & ’95 World Championship Team !
John Brademas  
President Emeritus, New York University !

Calvin O. Butts, III, D.MIN  
Pastor, The Abyssinian Baptist Church 
President, SUNY at Old Westbury !
Neil Diamond  
Global Entertainer, ArchAngle Productions  !

William J. Hybl 
President Emeritus, United States Olympic 
Committee 
 
Dr. Harvey W. Schiller  
Chairman, Global Options 

Advisory Board Members

2012 Family of Sponsors
!
  
            Jonathan M. Morgan 
            Justin C. Maurer 
            Kneeland & Sharon Youngblood 
            Laura Hope 
            Lawrence B. Stoller 
            Lawrence D. Sachs 
            Lynn Marie Gargano 
            Marc Furgang 
            Meenakshi Khanna 
            Michael T. Smith 
            Milton Ezrati 
            New Roads Foundation 
            Paul J. Volovich 
            Robert M. Weldon 
            Sabre88, LLC. 
            Stacy Allen 
            Staller Associates 
            Steven Michaan 
            Steven Rocco 
            Thayer Bigelow 
            The Parsons Family Foundation 
            The Spence School 
            Thomas Maher 
            Thomas R. Phillips 
            Tia Ghose 
            Walter H. Prahl 
            William J. Parker 
            William M. Welshimer 
            Wolfensohn Family Foundation 

Zane E. Brown !
In-Kind Sponsor 

Fencers Club  !
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!!!
Mailing Address !
G.P.O. Box 7554


New York, NY 10116
!
Phone: 212-459-4538


Fax: 212-280-5871
!
Email: pwestb@peterwestbrook.org

THE PETER WESTBROOK FOUNDATION 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

WWW.PETERWESTBROOK.ORG

Follow the Peter Westbrook Foundation on:
! !

Governor David Patterson visits the PWF 
to see the impact we have on the 
community

PWF & Fencers Club 
Site Address: 

229 W. 28th St. 2nd floor

New York, NY 10001

Please visit the PWF on any Saturday
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